
00:00:01:02 - 00:00:06:07 
You're listening to the Forum Podcast, a production of Calvin Theological Seminary 
 
00:00:07:20 - 00:00:28:23 
Jeff Sajdak 
Dorothy Jenkins, welcome to the forum podcast. We are excited to have you here to talk about 
your Doctor of Ministry dissertation on breaking through barriers and exploration of the ministry 
journeys of black women in pastoral ministry. You've just earned your Doctor of Ministry degree, 
so you're Doctor Jenkins. We are glad that you're here. Welcome. 
 
00:00:29:01 - 00:00:35:01 
Dorothy Jenkins 
Thank you. I'm happy to be here. I give all glory, honor to God for bringing me this far. 
 
00:00:35:03 - 00:00:45:13 
Jeff Sajdak 
Amen. Amen. So, Dorothy, tell us a little bit about your background. A little bit of who you are to 
help us put in context the research that you've done for your dissertation. 
 
00:00:45:15 - 00:01:17:05 
Dorothy Jenkins 
Well, I'm a PK, okay? Preacher's kid. And born and raised in the Baptist tradition. As long as I 
can remember, I've been a Christian in a recent Christian household with mom and dad and 
three brothers and three sisters. I was the middle child. The middle child. So, you know, we 
were I was, I don't want to say engrafted, but I'm gonna use that word anyway, engrafted into 
the Christian doctrine, going to church. 
 
00:01:17:07 - 00:01:36:18 
Dorothy Jenkins 
And, you know, as children, you're not. You really don't have a choice when you live in a 
preacher's household and maybe some other Christian household, if they're not preachers. But 
my dad was a pastor as well. And so we were we were raised in church, going to Sunday 
school. And at that time we had like about we had Sunday school. 
 
00:01:36:18 - 00:01:55:10 
Dorothy Jenkins 
Then we had what we call Baptist Training Union. BTU that was an even that to me was the 
most fun part of the church because that's when you got to run around and that's when we got 
to really learn how to learn the books of the Bible. We used to do what they call Bible drills, 
where you have two teams and you had the first one, the final Scripture step for to read it. 
 
00:01:55:10 - 00:02:17:16 
Dorothy Jenkins 



So that was always fun, you know, to do that. And of course, I always sung in the choir and so, 
you know, it was exciting, but then you get a point in your life where when you get grown and 
you're like, in the world, so you not you don't have that mom to, even though they still bring in in 
your ear, you know, you're out there, you know, you're not in church. 
 
00:02:17:16 - 00:02:46:01 
Dorothy Jenkins 
So I had some years where I wasn't, you know, doing that, going to the bars party and and I'll 
tell you, this ministry was the farthest thing from Dorothy Jenkins, my Dorothy McLaughlin. 
That's my maiden name. That was the farthest thing from my mind, you know? But I did enjoy 
church. And I can remember when I moved to Lansing, I was the first one in my family to 
actually step out, you know, go outside of Milwaukee. 
 
00:02:46:03 - 00:03:06:09 
Dorothy Jenkins 
And I moved to Lansing. And the first thing my dad was saying was like, make sure you find 
your church because he had like a storefront church. So he said, find your big church. So it was 
about five years into Lansing before I even went back to church. But I did find a church over. 
There was a Baptist church. 
 
00:03:06:09 - 00:03:28:15 
Dorothy Jenkins 
But that's, you know, it wasn't a big church. I would say it probably was really I would consider it 
a small church compared to some of the megachurches or the the larger congregational 
churches. So I was a member there and in my, in my transition from, from Milwaukee to 
Michigan is where I met my husband now. So we've been married about 38 years. 
 
00:03:28:15 - 00:03:34:18 
Dorothy Jenkins 
Well, we'll be 37. But what I forget is so. 
 
00:03:34:20 - 00:03:35:11 
Speaker 3 
But anyway. 
 
00:03:35:11 - 00:03:50:08 
Dorothy Jenkins 
It probably, I think 38 years this year and we have one daughter between us. And I married into 
a blended family. So I have some still children and, our daughter is the youngest one out of the 
six. Got six. So what are we, the Brady Bunch? 
 
00:03:50:10 - 00:03:54:11 
Speaker 3 
We couldn't be the Brady Bunch because three boys and three girls. So. 



 
00:03:54:13 - 00:04:02:14 
Dorothy Jenkins 
But anyway, so that's been a venture, you know, loving all of them and just being a part of his 
big family because he's from 13 children. 
 
00:04:03:07 - 00:04:24:13 
Dorothy Jenkins 
So both of us have lost a sibling and both of us have lost our parents. But the family bond is still 
strong. So as I began when I moved to Lansing, I wanted to continue on with my degree 
program, you know, because I was in college. And I said, well, I'm gonna go work at Michigan 
State. And that's where my cousin was, work. 
 
00:04:24:14 - 00:04:44:18 
Dorothy Jenkins 
So she said, you can work at Michigan State and you could get your finish your education. And 
that in the process is when I met my husband. So they kind of took me off course. But I always 
continue on taking classes and that was about when I actually got my call to ministry when I was 
in Grand Rapids. 
 
00:04:44:20 - 00:05:01:12 
Dorothy Jenkins 
You know, I kind of felt God was leading me, and that was it was a different experience because 
it wasn't anything that I was expecting. Because I was in church, I had found a church home. 
And because when we got married, we have moved. I, I've moved from Lansing to Grand 
Rapids because he's from Muskegon. So that was the middle point. 
 
00:05:01:12 - 00:05:20:04 
Dorothy Jenkins 
So we were like, okay, we're going to live here. Because he was still driving back and forth to 
Muskegon to work, and I was going to church and everything, and I kind of felt like God was 
called me into the ministry. And I just took a right turn and said, okay, if I'm going to go to school, 
I'm going to get my degrees and, and ministry. 
 
00:05:20:06 - 00:05:38:15 
Dorothy Jenkins 
And so that's what I did. And we have found a church home in, Grand Rapids. It was it was a 
non-denominational church because at that point I was like, I just want to be a Christian. I don't 
want to be a Baptist. I don't want to be cold. I don't want to be Lutheran or math. I just want to 
be a Christian. 
 
00:05:38:15 - 00:06:02:19 
Dorothy Jenkins 



So I joined a non-denominational church. And and in the process, you know, I had already had 
got my call to ministry when I was at a Baptist church. But after I got the call, I was hearing God 
say, you have it. You need to be trained. You got to go get some training. And so it was all of this 
was godly because by the time I got to the 90 denominational church, they actually had a, 
minister and training program. 
 
00:06:02:21 - 00:06:26:18 
Dorothy Jenkins 
You know, I had talked to the pastor and told them I felt the call to ministry, and I went through 
the ministry and training program for three years. And after that I got ordained and I still was 
here. And God said, well, you need to go to seminary. So thus began my seminary journey, you 
know. So I ended up at Grand Rapids Theological Seminary, which is now, Cornerstone 
Seminary. 
 
00:06:26:20 - 00:06:36:18 
Dorothy Jenkins 
So I ended up there. I had first finished my bachelor's. I got my bachelor's in ministry there. I got 
my, master's in ministry, and I got a doctor ministry. 
 
00:06:36:20 - 00:06:38:13 
Speaker 3 
Here's how it all works together. 
 
00:06:38:15 - 00:07:15:04 
Dorothy Jenkins 
So I was like, If I'm going to do some for God, I just want to, you know, do ministry and try to be 
the best that I could be. So what happened with me getting into the the demand program was 
that, you know, and focusing on women was because it was kind of personal for me because at 
the time that I got ordained, you know, we went through our ministry and training classes and, 
excuse me, we went through our ministry and training classes and, after the ministry and 
training classes, you know, we got ordained, but then I it was it was like nothing. 
 
00:07:15:06 - 00:07:35:03 
Dorothy Jenkins 
I was like, okay, are we supposed to learn how to minister? And, you know, continue to grow 
and develop and it just, you know, it wasn't happening because we had we had all been asked 
what was I call you know, some people don't know what their specific call, but I knew my call 
was to teach and train. And so I had told them all of that things. 
 
00:07:35:03 - 00:07:58:20 
Dorothy Jenkins 
That's one reason why I went to seminary. Two, because of my call. And, but I felt like there was 
some things missing as far as ministering, you know, the sacraments and baptism, you know, 
just those little duties and responsibilities. The minister, until and also to be able to have 



opportunities to be able to teach. And I joined the women's ministry because they had a 
women's ministry. 
 
00:07:58:20 - 00:08:17:09 
Dorothy Jenkins 
And that's when the board took up where we were actually doing things to involve other women, 
not just in the church, but in the community. And there were a lot of women like me, you know, 
that felt like they wouldn't get an opportunity to to preach, teach, or do what God called them to 
do. And so we put on this great big women revival. 
 
00:08:17:09 - 00:08:34:14 
Dorothy Jenkins 
We got all these different women from churches all over the city, and even some outside of the 
city, and we all came together and we did like a what we call a women's revival. But it was 
actually for the whole city was just for women. But the women were the leaders, the women 
priests, the women's, you know, taught. 
 
00:08:34:16 - 00:08:50:19 
Dorothy Jenkins 
We organized everything, and it was beautiful. And so that lasted probably about five years. But 
the reason that we did it was because there were, like I said, a lot of women like me who felt like 
they wouldn't be, you know, able to use their gifts. So that's where all of the interest came with 
me, with this. 
 
00:08:51:22 - 00:09:12:03 
Jeff Sajdak 
Yeah. So, so, so tell us more about that. So part of your experience being in ministry, I don't 
know how much support you had along the way, but it led you to ask this question about 
women, support in ministry. Black women preachers. Tell us a little how how this led you to this 
topic for for the doctor ministry degree. 
 
00:09:12:05 - 00:09:38:10 
Dorothy Jenkins 
I'm going to say it did start there. That was like the foundation. But when I had my job, you 
know, after I got my degree, I got a job at the Urban Church Leadership Center, which was 
housed on the second level at the Grand Rapids Theological Seminary. And it was about 
building up ministers, pastors, you know, they could come and continue to grow and develop, 
but they didn't really have anything for women, you know? 
 
00:09:38:10 - 00:09:54:16 
Dorothy Jenkins 
So before I retired from the I was like, I had talked to my boss and I said, well, can we do some 
for the women? And I have put up, you know, I had did like a plan in a conference and, and lo 
and behold, Covid hit timing. 



 
00:09:54:20 - 00:09:55:17 
Speaker 3 
So Covid took. 
 
00:09:55:17 - 00:10:13:18 
Dorothy Jenkins 
That off the map because I had all the women lined up, you know, we had we were having folk. I 
was having focus groups come in to hear what the women needed. And that's when, you know, 
it was really coming into fruition, where the women, you know, they felt like they needed, you 
know, these things, these opportunities, and they wanted to grow and develop. 
 
00:10:13:18 - 00:10:38:11 
Dorothy Jenkins 
So that's really where, you know, everything really took, you know, took a hold. And then, so 
after I had, you know, that kind of fell through and then the I got the opportunity to hear about a 
doctoral program because I have I said, I want to get a doctor in ministry. And so I got that 
opportunity to come to Calvin. 
 
00:10:38:13 - 00:11:01:18 
Dorothy Jenkins 
And I wanted to do the dissertation because that's I had always been following along that track 
with women. And that's why that that track continued. But I really want to hear from women, you 
know, because I knew what my experience was. I know what some of their experiences was, 
but I want to hear about the ones that were in those upper level roles like pastor, what, you 
know, what were they experiencing? 
 
00:11:01:23 - 00:11:20:19 
Dorothy Jenkins 
You know, what was what was their journeys like? Because I always was like, okay, we need to 
have women support women since we we didn't feel like we were getting all the support that we 
needed from our part. A lot of us had male pastors, and I never will forget. There was this one 
time when there was a one male pastor and he was Baptist. 
 
00:11:20:20 - 00:11:48:21 
Dorothy Jenkins 
You know, a lot of the older Baptist, pastors really didn't believe women should be preaching. So 
we they, we were always relegated to being evangelists because evangelists were like, okay, if 
you give them that title, you give them some that is that, you know, is not, pastor or, you know, 
so let's give them an evangelist. So I'll never forget the one pastor had like about six women in 
his church that he ordained as evangelist. 
 
00:11:49:20 - 00:12:23:08 
Dorothy Jenkins 



But that's what I began to recognize, that a lot of the women that were in they were called 
evangelists, you know, the baby boomer women, you know. And when we at ordained at my 
church, our pastor made a point to say, you're going to be called reverend, you know, but, you 
know, I still didn't see a lot of pastors, but I kind of felt like if if we if I could talk to some women 
pastors that that could encourage some other women along their journey as far as their 
answering their call, you know, as they're, you know, seeking what God we have them to do and 
not have to worry about whatever barriers 
 
00:12:23:08 - 00:12:35:06 
Dorothy Jenkins 
there were because we're always breaking through barriers of something. Yeah, but ministry 
was what I knew and what I saw, and we had to get past that point. 
 
00:12:35:08 - 00:12:41:17 
Jeff Sajdak 
So. So Dorsey, what was your research question and how did you go about investigating it? 
 
00:12:41:19 - 00:12:57:15 
Dorothy Jenkins 
Well, I had like seven questions, but I wanted to like I said, I want to talk to women that were in 
the pastor role. So I did have some some women, but just for them, first of all, to start off with 
their call was because there's this whole big thing about, okay, how are they really called to 
ministry? 
 
00:12:57:15 - 00:13:15:14 
Dorothy Jenkins 
Does God really call women to ministry? So the first question was, tell me about your call. You 
know, in some of the things that they began to share, I could really relate to with my own call. 
And so that was one of the first question. Did talk about some of your experiences? What were 
some of your positive experience? 
 
00:13:15:16 - 00:13:37:07 
Dorothy Jenkins 
What were some of your negative experiences? Who were people that were there to support 
you? You know, those type of questions. And out of all of the questions, it seemed like they were 
bringing up these instances where they felt like they were marginalized, where they felt like you, 
they were disrespected, you know, mostly by male pastors. And I could I never will forget. 
 
00:13:37:11 - 00:13:44:23 
Dorothy Jenkins 
A friend of mine had told me that when she got her call to ministry, and she went to tell her 
pastor, he told her, go in peace. 
 
00:13:45:16 - 00:14:16:06 



Dorothy Jenkins 
Yeah. And she had been at the church all her life. So these were the things that, you know, that 
were happening. But the women to be able to get to the pastor, that to me was like the ultimate 
leadership. You know, okay, if they're up here, what did they go through. Right. You know, that 
they that they can share to let women know that if God calls you, you know, that's going to it's 
going to come through as God calling you and then you're going to he's going to have these 
opportunities and people in your life where he's going to put you, where he wants you to be. 
 
00:14:16:08 - 00:14:44:09 
Dorothy Jenkins 
And so I felt like if they tell their story, then that, you know, what? What things along the journey 
could we pull out? What were these formative factors? And of course, there's a lot of them. 
Right. But what had these formative factors that people can grabbed, grab Ahold of and say, 
okay. Yeah. And so I came up with those, the three, you know, I just they just kind of came 
through, you know, the faith and the, you know, the support and the opportunity. 
 
00:14:44:09 - 00:15:07:19 
Dorothy Jenkins 
Those were like, to me, universal type things that that will help you not feel like you're not good 
enough to do what God called you to do, but that you can break through all of that. Whatever 
the norms are, whatever obstacles are there, whatever people think, men and women. Because 
that was an interesting fact, that there were women that didn't believe in women preachers 
either. 
 
00:15:07:19 - 00:15:14:10 
Dorothy Jenkins 
They were raised in that tradition where it was just me and, you know, and so those three things 
stood out there. 
 
00:15:14:10 - 00:15:21:01 
Jeff Sajdak 
So, so tell us about those three factors. Walk us through each one of those. What what did you 
find as you talked to the these women? 
 
00:15:21:05 - 00:15:40:20 
Dorothy Jenkins 
Okay. Well, first of all, faith, I mean, you can't do nothing without having that faith in God. And so 
as they begin to talk about their call, that's when the faith, the faith came through, because they 
most of the women, I would say probably all of them rather were raised in church, you know, 
and they some of them had relationships with God as children. 
 
00:15:40:20 - 00:16:03:10 
Dorothy Jenkins 



I remember having a relationship with God as a young child because I was raised in that. But I 
began to develop my own relationship. That's very important. So these women, were raised in 
the Christian faith, raised in the household, had a long term relationship with God as beginning 
as young children, as teenagers, young women. And it was their faith they I mean, they never 
faltered in their faith. 
 
00:16:03:14 - 00:16:21:07 
Dorothy Jenkins 
And they talked about some of the obstacles that they faced as women, especially when they 
were starting to get into the pastoral role. But it was their faith that carried them through, so that 
that thing about faith just stood out. You know, they always talked about God. They talked about 
the Holy Spirit. Those are indicators of your faith, you know. 
 
00:16:21:09 - 00:16:48:19 
Dorothy Jenkins 
So that stood out. And then, you know, as far as the support that those that kind of happened 
naturally because they were cast, one question did kind of lean lean into that. Who were the 
people that supported you? So they begin to talk about mentors, husbands. You know, my 
husband was there and and what was interesting was that a couple of them husband was not 
pastor or even ministers, you know, but they supported their wives as pastors and ministers. 
 
00:16:48:21 - 00:17:17:05 
Dorothy Jenkins 
So that was very interesting. Then they talked about their children and they didn't really have 
formal mentors. You know, it kind of just happened that somebody would see something in them 
and, and just grab them, you know, walk with them along their journey. So that stood out a lot as 
they talked about the different people, even before they actually got into Pastor Ship, they talked 
about the pastors allowing them to teach and, you know, just showing them different things 
because they could see where God was leading them. 
 
00:17:17:07 - 00:17:30:00 
Jeff Sajdak 
So you noted some of the pastors had positive responses, some negative responses. What 
what were you finding as you talked to the women? Were most of their pastors supportive? I'm 
assuming their male pastors at the time? Yeah. 
 
00:17:30:10 - 00:17:40:23 
Dorothy Jenkins 
That and I can't. I guess it was kind of surprising, you know, because the circles that I was in, 
you know, oh, like, maybe I was in the wrong state or the. 
 
00:17:41:01 - 00:17:42:10 
Speaker 3 
Wrong city, but. 



 
00:17:42:12 - 00:18:05:18 
Dorothy Jenkins 
These women of has support now, they did run into some male pastors, you know, when you 
kind of fellowship with other churches. So you're in in the mixed with other churches where the 
me and some of the men were kind of had some, you know, negative attitudes against them, but 
a lot of them had pastors that supported them and walk with them, you know, and help them 
grow and develop, you know. 
 
00:18:05:18 - 00:18:23:02 
Dorothy Jenkins 
So that was very interesting. You know, to find that out. But then they also talked about being in 
circles where they didn't feel like they were treated right by women pastors, you know, if they 
were a pastor and there was another woman pastor, it seemed to be a little bit of conflict, okay. 
You know, and that and that aspect too. 
 
00:18:23:02 - 00:18:27:06 
Dorothy Jenkins 
So, I don't know, maybe it's just a woman thing, you know. But, 
 
00:18:27:08 - 00:18:33:00 
Jeff Sajdak 
So there for the barriers along the way. We've got faith and we've got support. And the third is 
opportunity. 
 
00:18:33:02 - 00:18:57:22 
Dorothy Jenkins 
You know, like I said before, you know, a lot of the pastors gave the women the opportunities to 
preach, to teach. And some of the churches, like even with my church, well, we had classes, we 
had, teachers, experts in this who also went to seminary. They could share their knowledge, 
teach us more in-depth things about the Bible, you know, just the opportunity to continue to 
grow, even opportunities to preach. 
 
00:18:57:22 - 00:19:21:03 
Dorothy Jenkins 
That's a growth sector to preach and to teach. And, you know, so having those opportunities to 
be able to go to conferences and to be in circles where you can see other women, you know, 
that are leading, that are using their gifts, and you can learn from them, you know, you can learn 
their leadership style. So you need all of those opportunities because every every aspect of 
ministry, it's a growth. 
 
00:19:21:03 - 00:19:44:10 
Dorothy Jenkins 



As far as I can. For me, it's a growth opportunity to continue to grow and develop and then to 
have people come in and share with you the things that they have learned along the way. That 
helps you also, so that sometime you have to be in certain places to even have that opportunity 
to see other people and to talk to them, to meet them, you know, so opportunity is is really a big 
one. 
 
00:19:44:12 - 00:20:07:17 
Jeff Sajdak 
So Dorothy, having the opportunity to interview these women pastors, hear their stories, hear 
about, faith and support and opportunities is being key for helping them overcome their barriers. 
How did that process of doing that research and doing the interviews shape you? What did you 
learn? How were you formed? What did doing that the Doctor of Ministry research? 
 
00:20:07:19 - 00:20:10:04 
Jeff Sajdak 
How did it change you. 
 
00:20:10:06 - 00:20:35:11 
Dorothy Jenkins 
Just to stay more aware, you know, be I never really mentor women, but just to help me that 
there's women that that need somebody to walk with them. You know that that's the reality that 
we cannot do this work alone. We need other people. And not just women, but men. You know, 
everybody needs to be on board because we're all going for the same goal, which is to lift up 
the name of Jesus. 
 
00:20:35:13 - 00:20:51:18 
Dorothy Jenkins 
And so it just they just put me back in focus that some of the things that they went through, you 
know, sometimes you don't think they go through those things because they're pastors now, but 
just to even hear their stories, that's part of the growth process and not to let those things keep 
you down, but to to motivate you. 
 
00:20:51:21 - 00:21:08:23 
Dorothy Jenkins 
Because sometimes those things, the barriers that you come across, can make you want to turn 
back. So I can't do it. But on the other hand, sometimes the beers, because I'm going to keep on 
going because this is what God called me to do. But we need people that help remind us of, you 
know, that we can do it to. 
 
00:21:08:23 - 00:21:27:10 
Dorothy Jenkins 
And you have to be assured that you know that it was God. God called you. And all of these 
women, I mean, their stories blew my mind because right when they started talking about the 



prophetic piece of where people were coming up to them and speaking prophetically and, and 
saying, you know, that they're going to be the pastor. 
 
00:21:27:10 - 00:21:45:01 
Dorothy Jenkins 
You know, they see this in them and even they have those dreams. You know, I've, I have had 
some dreams and some visions, you know, the one, the one the first lady that I interviewed. I 
love her story because she says she kept having the same dream over and over. She's wearing 
the same outfit. 
 
00:21:45:03 - 00:21:46:14 
Speaker 3 
She was preaching. 
 
00:21:46:16 - 00:22:09:08 
Dorothy Jenkins 
You know, and she said it just down. I heard that God was calling her. And this she had the 
prophetic part of it to where, you know, she was talking to God and find out, okay, this is really 
you, God. And he was and she said she have went to, a, a conference. And it was like God was 
telling her they, you know, they, they pull names, you know, they gave you numbers, they pulled 
name together. 
 
00:22:09:10 - 00:22:25:19 
Dorothy Jenkins 
And how God was telling her, she go get a give. She got called, but it was like it was like a test. 
It made me think of Gideon when he was like, you know, make the fleece wet. Make it dry. How? 
This is how she was having got, you know, test and God and everything that she was asking 
God to do, he was doing. 
 
00:22:25:21 - 00:22:32:09 
Dorothy Jenkins 
So it was I mean, that one story really blew my mind because it was just really prophetic and 
like, wow. 
 
00:22:32:11 - 00:22:38:14 
Jeff Sajdak 
Those are those are great stories. And the gift of doing this kind of research is you get to hear 
those stories along the way. 
 
00:22:38:14 - 00:23:04:02 
Dorothy Jenkins 
Yeah. And just you and to see how God works in different ways with different people. You know, 
he works with us with our qualities, with our just like you did with Paul. You know, he works with 
our qualities. He works with who we are because she was like a real shy person. She didn't feel 



like she could, could do to speak in front of people, you know, but God was going to use her, 
you know, he you he uses the ordinary. 
 
00:23:04:04 - 00:23:23:12 
Dorothy Jenkins 
And so that's one thing, you know, when people feel like they're not good enough. And I've had 
those in the I feel like, okay, who am I? You know, I don't feel like I'm equipped. I don't feel like 
I'm qualified. I feel like I'm good enough. And so that's why this research is important, because 
these women all had low points in their lives where they felt like people were against them. 
 
00:23:23:12 - 00:23:34:13 
Dorothy Jenkins 
And, you know, but they have people that were there to support them into encourage them, 
which is what we all need when we're doing God's work, because it could be weary. You get 
tired, people wear you down something, man. 
 
00:23:34:18 - 00:23:39:02 
Speaker 3 
You know, so, you know, you've been a pastor, Jim. You've been a pastor. So hey. 
 
00:23:39:02 - 00:23:45:14 
Dorothy Jenkins 
But you need people to support you and pray with you. That's a big one. People to work with 
you and pray with you. Yeah. 
 
00:23:45:16 - 00:23:52:20 
Jeff Sajdak 
So finishing up all of this work, everything you've learned, is there a word that you have for the 
church? 
 
00:23:52:22 - 00:23:57:06 
Dorothy Jenkins 
Get it together now. 
 
00:23:59:11 - 00:24:26:03 
Dorothy Jenkins 
The the word. Let me see if I can think of one word I'm going to say. It's just so many different 
words, but I'm just going to say grace, you know, because it's God's grace that we're here is 
God's grace in none of us are worthy. Is God's grace that we should show to other people. You 
know, regardless of male or female. 
 
00:24:26:05 - 00:24:45:11 
Dorothy Jenkins 



You know, because we all have that one goal, which is Jesus. You know, he is the goal, you 
know, to just let people know who he is. And the goal, of course, is to go to the place where he 
has already prepared for us. Right? So, Grace, we got to have grace for one another, you know, 
and be who God has called us to be. 
 
00:24:45:14 - 00:25:10:23 
Dorothy Jenkins 
You know, he didn't call us to be divided because that was another factor to us. Like the vision, 
even this little aspect. And I don't know if people really just look at that aspect of excluding 
women or feeling like they can preach. That's a divisive factor, you know? And so every little 
thing that keeps us apart as a people, as the children of God, as the believers at the 
congregation is just divisive. 
 
00:25:11:05 - 00:25:18:20 
Dorothy Jenkins 
Yeah. And so, you know, we gotta we gotta unify because it's not even about us. It's about God. 
And we gotta get back to that place. 
 
00:25:18:21 - 00:25:38:13 
Jeff Sajdak 
Grace is a good word calling us to that unity. Appreciate that. So Dorothy, if, you met someone 
or someone's watching this and they're thinking, oh should I look at doing a Doctor of Ministry 
degree? What's your word to somebody who might be thinking about doing a doctor ministry? 
 
00:25:38:13 - 00:26:07:15 
Dorothy Jenkins 
Do it. You know why? Because, I mean, and I, I dabbled in a little bit of the research that there's 
not a whole lot of women or black women that's doing the doctorate degrees. And if they start, 
then they're not finishing these degrees. But to really if you really and it's not all about education 
because one of the women she talked about, you know, sometimes people think because you 
got a degree they can't talk to you, or maybe they think you're you think you're up there. 
 
00:26:07:16 - 00:26:24:09 
Dorothy Jenkins 
But the degree helps you to grow and develop. That's one reason why I do go to seminary, 
because I'm I got to know more about God for real and and to know how to study the Bible. 
Because even though I was going to church, I didn't really have no clue of how to really study 
the Bible or dig deeper into the Bible. 
 
00:26:24:13 - 00:26:47:07 
Dorothy Jenkins 
It was like, okay, memorize this verse. Make sure you read your Bible. But we want to know how 
to study the Bible for ourselves in the seminary taught us, you know, hermeneutics, you know, 
even though I learned some of that when I was in a minister and training program. But to me, 



the seminary dug deeper. And then when you get to the doctor, doctor level, all the stuff that you 
have learned, you get to put into action. 
 
00:26:47:09 - 00:26:55:23 
Dorothy Jenkins 
And that's one thing that I like about the the main program here at Calvin, they was teaching us 
how to do research since they want. 
 
00:26:56:01 - 00:26:57:18 
Speaker 3 
The, you know, okay. 
 
00:26:57:20 - 00:27:03:07 
Dorothy Jenkins 
So I was like, okay, they're training and developing this so that we could do this research and 
put it out there. 
 
00:27:03:09 - 00:27:26:04 
Jeff Sajdak 
Yeah. Thank you Dorothy. So, thank you, Dorothy, for being on our forum podcast. Dorothy 
Jenkins, doctor Dorothy Jenkins is just, earned her doctor ministry degree with her dissertation 
on, breaking through barriers and exploration of ministry journeys of black women in Pastoral 
Ministry. Doctor Jenkins, thank you so much for being with us on the Forum podcast. 
 
00:27:26:04 - 00:27:29:05 
Dorothy Jenkins 
Thank you for having me. God bless you. 
 
 


