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BUILDING GENUINE 
CROSS-CULTURAL RELATIONSHIPS

Session 5 – Love Others:
Your Calling Isn’t About You

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Think about a time when you’ve tried something new: 
	 What expectations or attitudes have you had to adjust? 
	 What parts were discouraging or frustrating? What kept you motivated? What were 		
	 some of the things that you remember about that experience that make you want to 		
	 try again?

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

Serving with Eyes Wide Open: Doing Short-Term Missions with Cultural Intelligence by 
David Livermore:
David A. Livermore’s book equips short-term mission participants to engage cross-
culturally with wisdom and sensitivity, avoiding common pitfalls that limit effectiveness. It 
offers practical guidance for serving in ways that truly honor God and impact His kingdom, 
whether locally or abroad.

Foreign to Familiar by Sarah Lanier: 
This book a practical guide to understanding cultural differences, particularly between 
“hot-climate” and “cold-climate” cultures. Drawing on years of experience living and 
working internationally, Lanier explains how contrasting values—such as relationship vs. 
task orientation, indirect vs. direct communication, and group vs. individual identity—affect 
interactions across cultures. Written in an accessible, story-driven style, the book equips 
readers to navigate cross-cultural situations with greater sensitivity, respect, and effectiveness.
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Stories from Resonate Global Mission: 
Resonate Global Mission equips and supports Christians to live out the gospel locally and
globally through church planting, discipleship, leadership training, and campus ministry. Their 
blog serves as a resource for stories, reflections, and practical insights from the field, helping 
readers learn from real experiences of mission and discover ways to join God’s work of renewal 
around the world.

Can I Support Global Missions Without Moving Overseas? (Radical):
This article encourages Christians who cannot go overseas to still take part in the Great 
Commission by supporting missionaries through learning about their needs, serving them 
practically, praying faithfully, and giving financially. It reminds believers that missionary
partnership is not limited to the field but can be lived out meaningfully from home.
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GLOBAL MISSIONS & EVANGELISM

Radical — radical.net
Equips Christians to make disciples of all nations through teaching, resources, and urgent 
mobilization for global missions.

Resonate Global Mission — resonateglobalmission.org
A ministry of the Christian Reformed Church that partners with local churches worldwide to 
train leaders and plant churches through long-term mission work. If your church is affiliated 
with a particular denomination or missions organization, be sure to visit their website
to hear additional stories, too.

Lausanne Movement — lausanne.org
A global network connecting evangelical leaders to collaborate and advance world 

https://radical.net
https://www.resonateglobalmission.org
https://lausanne.org
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MISSIONARY CARE & CROSS-CULTURAL FAMILY SUPPORT

Interaction International – interactionintl.org
Supports Third Culture Kids (TCKs), missionary families, and global workers through advocacy, 
events, and community care.

Global Trellis – globaltrellis.com
Equips cross-cultural workers with spiritual formation tools, debriefs, and online resources to 
help them thrive on the field.

Culture and Ministry Courses at Wheaton College – wheaton.edu –
The Wheaton College Institute for Cross-Cultural Training offers Culture and Ministry Courses 
designed to equip Christians for effective cross-cultural service. These courses help learners 
develop cultural awareness, ministry skills, and practical strategies for engaging people from 

https://interactionintl.org
https://globaltrellis.com
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JUSTICE, RELIEF & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

International Justice Mission (IJM) — ijm.org
A global Christian organization protecting people in poverty from violence by rescuing 
victims, bringing criminals to justice, and restoring survivors.

World Relief — worldrelief.org
Empowers local churches to serve vulnerable communities through disaster response, 
refugee resettlement, and long-term community development.

https://www.ijm.org
https://worldrelief.org
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PEACEMAKING & INTERFAITH ENGAGEMENT

Christian Muslim Forum — christianmuslimforum.org
A UK-based network fostering respectful dialogue and friendships between Christians and 
Muslims.

Peace Catalyst International — peacecatalyst.org
Equips Christians to be peacemakers through relationship-building, bridge-building, and 
collaborative community projects with Muslims and other faith groups. 

Kaufman Interfaith – gvsu.edu/interfaith/
The Kaufman Interfaith Institute at Grand Valley State University promotes interfaith 
understanding and collaboration through dialogue, education, and service. Its mission is 
to foster mutual respect and create spaces where people of diverse religious, secular, and 
spiritual traditions can work together for the common good.

Shoulder to Shoulder – shouldertoshouldercampaign.org/
The Shoulder to Shoulder Campaign seeks to end anti-Muslim discrimination in the United 
States by equipping, connecting, and mobilizing faith communities. Its vision is to build a 
nation where people of all faiths and cultural backgrounds are treated with fairness, dignity, 
and respect.

https://christianmuslimforum.org
https://www.peacecatalyst.org
https://www.gvsu.edu/interfaith/
https://www.shouldertoshouldercampaign.org

