


Please note that the resources shared here are not representative of the 
views of Calvin Theological Seminary.

BUILDING GENUINE 
CROSS-CULTURAL RELATIONSHIPS

Session 3 – Raising a Culturally-Fluent Generation:
How Understanding Leads to Connection

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

What opportunities do you or your family have to engage with other cultural settings  
or countries?

What challenges might you need to prepare for, and who do you need to reach out to?

How can you adjust your own posture and approach to new, hard, or confusing things?

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

Parenting Without Borders: Surprising Lessons Parents Around the World Can Teach Us by 
Christine Gross-Loh: 
Christine Gross- Loh’s book explores parenting practices around the world, revealing how 
cultural differences shape children’s resilience, creativity, independence, and academic 
success. Drawing on research and global examples, it challenges American norms and
highlights alternative strategies that foster healthier, more well-rounded kids.

Misunderstood: The impact of growing up overseas in the 21st century by Tanya Crossman:
This book examines the unique challenges and shared experiences of Third Culture Kids, 
offering insight into how growing up abroad shapes their lives both during childhood and into 
adulthood. Through personal stories and practical guidance, it equips families, caregivers, and 
friends to better understand and support children raised in international
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Third Culture Kids 3rd Edition: Growing up among worlds by Ruth Van Reken:
The 3rd edition of Third Culture Kids updates this classic resource to address the realities of 
modern TCKs, including technology, cultural complexity, diversity, and mobility. With new tools, 
models, and practical guidance, it equips parents, educators, and caregivers to better support 
TCKs in their identity formation, transitions, and lifelong development.

Study on Multilingual Exposure in Kids: “Studies suggest multilingual exposure boots 
children’s communication skills” (NPR):
The NPR article reports on research showing that children exposed to multiple languages—
whether or not they speak them—develop stronger communicationskills. Studies found that 
multilingual exposure helps kids become better at understanding others’ perspectives, since 
they learn to pay closer attention to social cues in order to interpret meaning.
This suggests that simply growing up around more than one language can boost a child’s 
social and cognitive development,even without full bilingual fluency.

A Life Overseas: 
A Life Overseas is an online community for Christian missionaries and humanitarian workers, 
offering connection, encouragement, and practical advice for navigating
the challenges of cross-cultural living. Through honest stories and faith-based reflection, it 
provides a supportive space where expats can find understanding, inspiration, and a reminder 
that they are not alone.
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Language Learning for Missions in an Age of AI (Radical):
This piece argues that while AI tools like ChatGPT and Google Translate can
assist in ministry, they must never replace the hard but essential work of missionaries learning 
local languages. Language learning is framed as an act of obedience to God, a reflection of 
Christ’s incarnational love, and a path to authenticity, nuance, and sustainable long-term 
ministry. By entering into the heart language of others, missionaries communicate not just 
words but relational depth, humility, and genuine love—demonstrating that both the gospel 
and the people they serve are worth the effort.

Parenting in Light of the Great Commission (Radical): 
This article highlights the calling of Christian parents to make their homes the
first mission field, teaching their children the gospel daily through both words and actions. 
Rooted in Deuteronomy 6:6–9, it emphasizes that faithful parenting means saturating family 
life with God’s Word, modeling Christlike love, and using everyday rhythms—prayer, Scripture, 
worship, discipline, and creation—to point children toward Him.

Bilingual Kidspot: 
Bilingual Kidspot is a resource created by an educator and mother of bilingual children, 
offering parents practical strategies, inspiration, and support for raising bilingual kids and 
nurturing them as global citizens.

Center for Applied Linguistics: 
The Center for Applied Linguistics (CAL) promotes language learning and cultural 
understanding worldwide by providing research, resources, and policy analysis that advance 
equity and access in education and society. Guided by core values, CAL emphasizes respect 
for all languages and cultures, the benefits of multilingualism, and the importance of accurate 
information in shaping inclusive practices.
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GLOBAL MISSIONS & EVANGELISM

Radical — radical.net
Equips Christians to make disciples of all nations through teaching, resources, and urgent 
mobilization for global missions.

Resonate Global Mission — resonateglobalmission.org
A ministry of the Christian Reformed Church that partners with local churches worldwide to 
train leaders and plant churches through long-term mission work. If your church is affiliated 
with a particular denomination or missions organization, be sure to visit their website
to hear additional stories, too.

Lausanne Movement — lausanne.org
A global network connecting evangelical leaders to collaborate and advance world 

https://radical.net
https://www.resonateglobalmission.org
https://lausanne.org
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MISSIONARY CARE & CROSS-CULTURAL FAMILY SUPPORT

Interaction International – interactionintl.org
Supports Third Culture Kids (TCKs), missionary families, and global workers through advocacy, 
events, and community care.

Global Trellis – globaltrellis.com
Equips cross-cultural workers with spiritual formation tools, debriefs, and online resources to 
help them thrive on the field.

Culture and Ministry Courses at Wheaton College – wheaton.edu –
The Wheaton College Institute for Cross-Cultural Training offers Culture and Ministry Courses 
designed to equip Christians for effective cross-cultural service. These courses help learners 
develop cultural awareness, ministry skills, and practical strategies for engaging people from 

https://interactionintl.org
https://globaltrellis.com
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JUSTICE, RELIEF & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

International Justice Mission (IJM) — ijm.org
A global Christian organization protecting people in poverty from violence by rescuing 
victims, bringing criminals to justice, and restoring survivors.

World Relief — worldrelief.org
Empowers local churches to serve vulnerable communities through disaster response, 
refugee resettlement, and long-term community development.

https://www.ijm.org
https://worldrelief.org
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PEACEMAKING & INTERFAITH ENGAGEMENT

Christian Muslim Forum — christianmuslimforum.org
A UK-based network fostering respectful dialogue and friendships between Christians and 
Muslims.

Peace Catalyst International — peacecatalyst.org
Equips Christians to be peacemakers through relationship-building, bridge-building, and 
collaborative community projects with Muslims and other faith groups. 

Kaufman Interfaith – gvsu.edu/interfaith/
The Kaufman Interfaith Institute at Grand Valley State University promotes interfaith 
understanding and collaboration through dialogue, education, and service. Its mission is 
to foster mutual respect and create spaces where people of diverse religious, secular, and 
spiritual traditions can work together for the common good.

Shoulder to Shoulder – shouldertoshouldercampaign.org/
The Shoulder to Shoulder Campaign seeks to end anti-Muslim discrimination in the United 
States by equipping, connecting, and mobilizing faith communities. Its vision is to build a 
nation where people of all faiths and cultural backgrounds are treated with fairness, dignity, 
and respect.

https://christianmuslimforum.org
https://www.peacecatalyst.org
https://www.gvsu.edu/interfaith/
https://www.shouldertoshouldercampaign.org

