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BUILDING GENUINE 
CROSS-CULTURAL RELATIONSHIPS

Session 2 – Relationships are Reciprocal:
The Benefit of Connection Beyond Commonality

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

How might the relationships you have-or will eventually create-impact you, or inform your un-
derstanding of who God is?

How will you maintain these relationships if your habits change (you don’t see them as often) 
or you move to a different place?

What opportunities exist in your area to engage with different cultures and meet new people?

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

When Helping Hurts: How to Alleviate Poverty Without Hurting the Poor and Yourself by 
Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert: 
When Helping Hurts challenges common approaches to poverty alleviation by showing how 
handouts can unintentionally cause harm, instead calling for strategies that affirm dignity, 
empower the poor, and recognize our shared need for God’s reconciliation. It offers practical, 
sustainable principles for addressing poverty in both North American and global contexts.

Making Room: Recovering Hospitality as a Christian Tradition by Christine Pohl:
Christine Pohl’s Making Room explores the biblical and historical foundations of Christian 
hospitality, calling believers to recover the practice of welcoming strangers in a world 
marked by displacement, loneliness, and need. Blending theology with real-life community 
experiences, it offers practical wisdom on both the blessings and challenges of living out 
genuine hospitality in ministry today.
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Cross-Cultural Connections: Stepping Out and Fitting In Around the World by Duane Elmer: 
This book by Duane Elmer serves as a practical guide for navigating cultural differences, 
helping readers overcome culture shock, avoid misunderstandings, and build authentic 
relationships across cultures. Through real-life stories and exercises, it equips travelers and 
missionaries alike to engage others with sensitivity and represent Christ as true ambassadors.

Transforming Communication: Progressing from Cross-Cultural to Intercultural 
Communication of Christ by Vee J. Davidson: 
This book equips Christians to share the gospel across cultures by offering practical principles 
for effective intercultural communication. Drawing from decades of experience and global 
perspectives, it encourages readers to embrace cultural differences, build meaningful 
relationships, and engage with humility and spiritual depth.

Living Mission Interculturally: Faith, Culture, and the Renewal of Praxis by Anthony Gittins: 
This book addresses the challenges of multicultural life in both church and society, blending 
insights from sociology, anthropology, and theology to guide faith communities toward 
genuine intercultural collaboration. It emphasizes that goodwill alone is not enough, 
calling instead for biblical grounding, spiritual virtues, and practical skills to foster authentic 
intercultural living.
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Additional Recommended Resources

GLOBAL MISSIONS & EVANGELISM

Radical — radical.net
Equips Christians to make disciples of all nations through teaching, resources, and urgent 
mobilization for global missions.

Resonate Global Mission — resonateglobalmission.org
A ministry of the Christian Reformed Church that partners with local churches worldwide to 
train leaders and plant churches through long-term mission work. If your church is affiliated 
with a particular denomination or missions organization, be sure to visit their website
to hear additional stories, too.

Lausanne Movement — lausanne.org
A global network connecting evangelical leaders to collaborate and advance world 

https://radical.net
https://www.resonateglobalmission.org
https://lausanne.org


Please note that the resources shared here are not representative of the 
views of Calvin Theological Seminary.

BUILDING GENUINE 
CROSS-CULTURAL RELATIONSHIPS

Additional Recommended Resources

MISSIONARY CARE & CROSS-CULTURAL FAMILY SUPPORT

Interaction International – interactionintl.org
Supports Third Culture Kids (TCKs), missionary families, and global workers through advocacy, 
events, and community care.

Global Trellis – globaltrellis.com
Equips cross-cultural workers with spiritual formation tools, debriefs, and online resources to 
help them thrive on the field.

Culture and Ministry Courses at Wheaton College – wheaton.edu –
The Wheaton College Institute for Cross-Cultural Training offers Culture and Ministry Courses 
designed to equip Christians for effective cross-cultural service. These courses help learners 
develop cultural awareness, ministry skills, and practical strategies for engaging people from 

https://interactionintl.org
https://globaltrellis.com
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JUSTICE, RELIEF & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

International Justice Mission (IJM) — ijm.org
A global Christian organization protecting people in poverty from violence by rescuing 
victims, bringing criminals to justice, and restoring survivors.

World Relief — worldrelief.org
Empowers local churches to serve vulnerable communities through disaster response, 
refugee resettlement, and long-term community development.

https://www.ijm.org
https://worldrelief.org
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PEACEMAKING & INTERFAITH ENGAGEMENT

Christian Muslim Forum — christianmuslimforum.org
A UK-based network fostering respectful dialogue and friendships between Christians and 
Muslims.

Peace Catalyst International — peacecatalyst.org
Equips Christians to be peacemakers through relationship-building, bridge-building, and 
collaborative community projects with Muslims and other faith groups. 

Kaufman Interfaith – gvsu.edu/interfaith/
The Kaufman Interfaith Institute at Grand Valley State University promotes interfaith 
understanding and collaboration through dialogue, education, and service. Its mission is 
to foster mutual respect and create spaces where people of diverse religious, secular, and 
spiritual traditions can work together for the common good.

Shoulder to Shoulder – shouldertoshouldercampaign.org/
The Shoulder to Shoulder Campaign seeks to end anti-Muslim discrimination in the United 
States by equipping, connecting, and mobilizing faith communities. Its vision is to build a 
nation where people of all faiths and cultural backgrounds are treated with fairness, dignity, 
and respect.

https://christianmuslimforum.org
https://www.peacecatalyst.org
https://www.gvsu.edu/interfaith/
https://www.shouldertoshouldercampaign.org

