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BUILDING GENUINE 
CROSS-CULTURAL RELATIONSHIPS

Session 1 – Growth isn’t Comfortable: 
The Necessity of Trying New Things

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

What fears do you have that might prevent you from engaging
with cultures that are different from your own?

How might engaging with different cultures expand your empathy
and understanding of others?

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

A Beginner's Guide to Crossing Cultures: Making Friends in a Multicultural World by Patty 
Lane: This book by crosscultural specialist Patty Lane offers practical guidance for building 
friendships and resolving conflicts across cultural differences, helping readers navigate diverse 
communities with sensitivity while reflecting God’s call to bridge divides. It equips individuals 
to engage meaningfully with people of every nation, culture, and ethnicity in ministry, work, 
and everyday life.

Cross-Cultural Servanthood: Serving the World in Christlike Humility by Duane Elmer:
This book by Duane Elmer equips Christians for cross-cultural ministry by showing how 
to serve with humility and sensitivity, avoiding unintentional offenses that can hinder 
relationships. Drawing on biblical insight and global perspectives, it offers practical guidance 
for building trust and honoring others in international ministry settings.
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The 3D Gospel: Ministry in Guilt, Fear and Shame Cultures by Jayson Georges:
This book introduces the concept of a “3D Gospel, ” showing how the good news of Jesus 
addresses guilt, shame, and fear across different cultural contexts. It provides a clear, practical 
framework to help Christians share the gospel effectively in today’s globalized world.

The Open Secret: An Introduction to the Theology of Mission by Lesslie Newbigin:
This volume presents the Christian mission as the proclamation of an “open secret,” calling 
the church to faithfully share the gospel in a complex modern world. Drawing on his deep 
missionary experience, Newbigin offers a biblical and practical vision to equip men and 
women for global service.

Create a “global experience journal”:
Record your visits to new restaurants, cultural festivals, or music and reflect on these
experiences. Find restaurants, festivals and music events near you through Google and social 
media.

Cultural Intelligence Center:
Cultural Intelligence (CQ) is a research: based framework designed to measure and strengthen 
a person’s ability to work effectively in diverse cultural contexts, developed from studies 
spanning over 100 countries.

Missio Nexus:
Missio Nexus is a collaborative network that fosters relationships, shared learning, and 
innovation among those engaged in cross-cultural evangelism, discipleship, and church 
planting, equipping members to grow and connect in unique ways.
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Additional Recommended Resources

GLOBAL MISSIONS & EVANGELISM

Radical — radical.net
Equips Christians to make disciples of all nations through teaching, resources, and urgent 
mobilization for global missions.

Resonate Global Mission — resonateglobalmission.org
A ministry of the Christian Reformed Church that partners with local churches worldwide to 
train leaders and plant churches through long-term mission work. If your church is affiliated 
with a particular denomination or missions organization, be sure to visit their website
to hear additional stories, too.

Lausanne Movement — lausanne.org
A global network connecting evangelical leaders to collaborate and advance world 

https://radical.net
https://www.resonateglobalmission.org
https://lausanne.org
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MISSIONARY CARE & CROSS-CULTURAL FAMILY SUPPORT

Interaction International – interactionintl.org
Supports Third Culture Kids (TCKs), missionary families, and global workers through advocacy, 
events, and community care.

Global Trellis – globaltrellis.com
Equips cross-cultural workers with spiritual formation tools, debriefs, and online resources to 
help them thrive on the field.

Culture and Ministry Courses at Wheaton College – wheaton.edu –
The Wheaton College Institute for Cross-Cultural Training offers Culture and Ministry Courses 
designed to equip Christians for effective cross-cultural service. These courses help learners 
develop cultural awareness, ministry skills, and practical strategies for engaging people from 

https://interactionintl.org
https://globaltrellis.com
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JUSTICE, RELIEF & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

International Justice Mission (IJM) — ijm.org
A global Christian organization protecting people in poverty from violence by rescuing 
victims, bringing criminals to justice, and restoring survivors.

World Relief — worldrelief.org
Empowers local churches to serve vulnerable communities through disaster response, 
refugee resettlement, and long-term community development.

https://www.ijm.org
https://worldrelief.org
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PEACEMAKING & INTERFAITH ENGAGEMENT

Christian Muslim Forum — christianmuslimforum.org
A UK-based network fostering respectful dialogue and friendships between Christians and 
Muslims.

Peace Catalyst International — peacecatalyst.org
Equips Christians to be peacemakers through relationship-building, bridge-building, and 
collaborative community projects with Muslims and other faith groups. 

Kaufman Interfaith – gvsu.edu/interfaith/
The Kaufman Interfaith Institute at Grand Valley State University promotes interfaith 
understanding and collaboration through dialogue, education, and service. Its mission is 
to foster mutual respect and create spaces where people of diverse religious, secular, and 
spiritual traditions can work together for the common good.

Shoulder to Shoulder – shouldertoshouldercampaign.org/
The Shoulder to Shoulder Campaign seeks to end anti-Muslim discrimination in the United 
States by equipping, connecting, and mobilizing faith communities. Its vision is to build a 
nation where people of all faiths and cultural backgrounds are treated with fairness, dignity, 
and respect.

https://christianmuslimforum.org
https://www.peacecatalyst.org
https://www.gvsu.edu/interfaith/
https://www.shouldertoshouldercampaign.org

